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The Rohtas Fort Conservation Programme was conceived by the Himalayan Wildlife 
Foundation (HWF) to help protect the sixteenth-century Rohtas Fort near Jhelum, and 
develop it into a heritage site conforming to international standards of conservation and 
tourism.  The first major initiative undertaken was the documentation, conservation, and 
restoration of the fort’s Shahchandwali Gate—a project funded by the National Fund for 
Cultural Heritage (NFCH) and the Himalayan Wildlife Foundation (HWF), and 
implemented by the HWF.  This report documents the work carried out on the Rohtas 
Fort’s inner citadel and the Shahchandwali Gate between November 2001 and March 
2003.   
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The project team included the following people who were involved with the 
documentation and conservation of the Shahchandwali Gate as coordinators, technical 
experts, donor representatives, or advisors: 

 

Sameen Jan Babar  Secretary Culture, Government of Pakistan 

Shahid Rajput   Secretary to the Executive Committee of the NFCH 

Sohail Akbar Khan  Conservation architect 

Raja Khalid Mumtaz  Architect 

Prof. Abdul Rehman  Archaeologist 

Mustafa Kamal Pasha  Landscape architect 

Siddiq Bhatti   Structural engineer 

Mohammad Abid  Site engineer 

Waheed Anwar  Draftsman 

Mohammad Usman  Photographer 

Aziz Khan   Master stonemason 

Vaqar Zakaria   Project advisor 

Anis ur Rahman   Project coordinator 
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This section provides a brief history of the Rohtas Fort and its architecture, and describes 
the original condition of the Shahchandwali Gate.  The structural drawings of the gate 
were submitted to the NFCH in a separate document titled “Documentation of 
Shahchandwali Gate”. 
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The fort at Rohtas is one of the few surviving examples of pre-Mughal military 
architecture in Pakistan.  Begun in 1541, it was built on the orders of Sher Shah Suri, the 
charismatic would-be king who ousted the second Mughal emperor, Humayun, from 
power in 1540.  Sher Shah Suri chose to name his frontier outpost Rohtas after the older 
hill fortress in Bihar (now India) that had fallen to him in battle in 1538.  Built on top of 
a steep cliff on the right bank of the river Kahan, Rohtas once commanded the mediaeval 
trade route passing through northern Punjab, now more famously remembered as the 
“Raj Path” or old Grand Trunk Road.  

Ironically, Rohtas was never used for the purpose for which it was built.  Sher Shah 
Suri’s untimely death in 1545 led quickly to the fall of his empire, and when the 
triumphant Mughal king, Humayun, returned to reclaim his throne, Rohtas fell without 
battle.  Under the Mughals, Rohtas was left largely to itself, its governorship passed 
between various noblemen in favour with the ruler of the time.  The emperors Akbar and 
Jehangir are known to have camped at the fort en route to Kashmir, as did the Persian 
invader Nadir Shah and the Afghan ruler Ahmed Shah Abdali during their respective 
campaigns in the Punjab.  Later, the great Sikh ruler, Ranjit Singh, used Rohtas as a 
temporary administrative headquarter.  By this time, a thriving village had grown up 
within the walls of the fort as a result of trade between local communities and any troops 
periodically stationed at Rohtas.   

With the establishment of British India in 1857, parts of the fort were found use for as 
occasional administrative quarters, but little attention was paid to its historical value.  It 
was not until 1975 that Rohtas was finally declared a protected monument under the 
Antiquities Act, and added to UNESCO’s World Heritage List in 1997.  
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The 4-km fortification wall towers almost 18 m in places and is protected by 68 semi-
circular bastions.  Cresting the fort’s ramparts are almost 2,000 merlon-shaped 
battlements provided with loop-holes used to pour molten lead or oil onto besiegers.  The 
fort’s most arresting features are its twelve arched gateways, no two of which are alike.  
Overlooking the Kahan river from the western ramparts are four gates: Kabuli, Shishi, 
Langar Khani and Talaqi; guarding the northern walls are the Kashmiri, Khawas Khani 
and Gatiali gates; facing the Tilla hills to the south are the Sohail and Sar gates, and to 
the east, the Tulla Mori and Pipalwala gates.  The twelfth gate, Shahchandwali, opens the 
inner citadel (anderkot) east into the rest of the fort. 



Final Report – Documentation and Conservation of Shahchandwali Gate  

January 18, 2005 4 

 

The sprawling fortification walls of Rohtas at the Kabuli Gate 

Few of the original buildings erected within the inner citadel survive today.  These 
include the Shahi Mosque built near the Kabuli Gate, and three deep step-wells or baolis 
probably dating back to the Suri period.  Perhaps the most enigmatic building within 
Rohtas remains Haveli Man Singh—the domed tower named after one of Akbar’s 
greatest generals, and the only surviving example of Rajput architecture within the fort. 
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The Shahchandwali Gate is said to be named after a local mystic buried nearby under an 
old ber (jojoba) tree.  Although there is no evidence to support the legend, it is said that 
Chandwali worked as a labourer on the construction of the gate, greatly exerting himself 
but curiously enough, refusing to accept a wage in return.  

The double-storey gate is more than 13 m high and 8 m wide, and was originally built of 
dressed sandstone set in thin lime mortar.  It comprised an imposing inner archway 
flanked by two bastions, and an outer gate separated from the inner by a corridor.  This 
passage is built at an angle that would have allowed armed archers to position themselves 
strategically on a corner and aim at intruders unaware of their presence.  The corridor 
itself is fortified by a heavily crenellated solid wall, relieved by a series of arched 
recesses and a staircase reaching the top.  It is likely that the wall is a later addition, since 
it breaks bond with the walls of the inner archway. 

Two decorative kiosks were originally built at the top of the inner gate, although only one 
remains.  The spandrels of the arch are embossed with the sunflower roundels that are 
characteristic of Rohtas.  The two bastions are hollow, with an octagonal roofless 
chamber in the centre of each, to which access is provided by two flights of steps 
flanking the doorway.  
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Original condition of the inner Shahchandwali Gate, looking towards Haveli Man Singh 
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This section explains why the Rohtas Fort Conservation Programme was conceived to 
target the conservation of the Shahchandwali Gate in particular, and details the funding 
provided by the NFCH.  
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As part of a long-term conservation effort, the conservation and restoration of the 
Shahchandwali Gate in particular, was proposed for the following reasons: 

·  The gate forms the main entrance to the anderkot of the fort, i.e., the area of most 
interest to tourists.  The anderkot is also in possession of the Department of 
Archaeology and Museums (DOAM), thus allowing easy access to the site and 
facilitating the direct involvement of the department.  

·  Till recently, the gate was the only entrance to the anderkot.  At the time the project 
was initiated, a second entrance had been created by the collapse of a portion of the 
wall dividing the anderkot from the rest of the fort.  Work could, therefore, be carried 
out without hindering the movement of people towards other parts of the fort. 

·  As it stood at the time the project was conceived, the condition of the gate posed a 
serious hazard to visitors: the inner monumental double-storey gate had caved in, 
leaving precariously balanced rock overhangs in imminent danger of collapse; the 
smaller outer gate showed a large crack through the and was in danger of collapse, 
moreover the stairs leading to the bastions flanking the gates decayed to the point that 
they were dangerous to use.  The bastions themselves had developed major structural 
cracks and were in need of repair to avert further damage to the whole structure. 

·  The conservation and restoration of the gate appeared a feasible project in terms of 
time, financial resources, and the management and engineering expertise available.  It 
was reasonable to suppose that the project could be completed within one or two 
years, as opposed to the conservation of the fortification walls which would have 
required many years and far more resources. 

·  Of the twelve gates, the Shahchandwali is an architectural landmark in its own right, 
and even in its ruined state, continued to draw tourists. 
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A meeting of the Executive Committee for the NFCH was held on September 8, 2001, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Sameen Jan Babar, the Secretary Culture.  The committee 
approved the plan presented by the HWF for architectural/archaeological interventions 
on the Shahchandwali Gate, and the release of a Rs 4.0 million grant by the NFCH Board 
of Governors.  The grant was released in two equal instalments—the first in December 
2001, and the second on satisfactory completion of the project and inspection by the 
Ministry of Culture and NFCH. 
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The original condition of the staircase leading to the upper terrace of the gate 

 

A severe fracture weakening the structure of the inner gate 
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This section describes the work carried out by the teams engaged in documenting the 
constitution and layout of the original gate structure and the inner citadel.  
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Prior to the documentation of the gate, the project team found it necessary to organise 
accommodation and board for its members, there being no such facilities available in the 
village of Rohtas.  Three small huts adjacent to the Shahchandwali Gate, built by the 
Punjab Forest Department, were proposed for use.  One was already occupied by the 
DOAM’s resident officer, and the remaining huts were found to be in dismal condition, 
lacking any access to basic utilities.  Having sought permission from the Department to 
renovate these huts, the project team proceeded to repair the structures, and provide 
electricity, a water bore and overhead tanks, and protective fencing.  The documentation 
team moved into the renovated quarters in the last week of December 2001. 
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The process of documentation was initiated in December 2001.  The layout and structure 
of the gate in its original state was carried out by a six-member documentation team.   

 

The project coordinator and architects as part of the documentation team 
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The purpose of documenting a historical or archaeological site is to catalogue the 
condition of the structure in need of conservation or restoration (see Appendix A for a 
copy of the Venice Charter for international standards of conservation and restoration).  
Capitalizing on financial resources and time, the documentation work included a 
topographic survey of the gate and its environs, as well as the base documentation of the 
Rajput-built Haveli Man Singh located about 100 m away, and the nearby tomb of Sain 
Satti, a later addition to the haveli. 

 

The project’s conservation architect explaining documentation procedures to the writer Fatima 
Bajiya on her visit to Rohtas 

The documentation team comprised data collectors, AutoCAD operators, and draftsmen, 
who were engaged to carry out an initial survey of the anderkot into which the 
Shahchandwali Gate opens.  The process involved reviewing archaeological literature 
and popular lore, documenting the area and its structures before and after conservation 
using film and digital photography, and locating and documenting sources of damage to 
the buildings, i.e., caused by seepage, rain, soil erosion, and natural structural collapse.  
The dimensions of the gate were hand-measured and logged, revised based on second 
measurements, and finally recorded in electronic form. 

This information was then collated and used to prepare detailed computer-aided design 
(CAD) drawings that represented the gate and surrounding area on various scales.  These 
allowed the appointed conservation architect to analyse the structural and architectural 
problems of conservation and restoration, and prepare further CAD drawings 
representing sections and elevations of the gate as it would have originally existed.  
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The documentation team consulting eminent archaeologist, Professor A. H. Dani, on his visit to 
Rohtas 
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The walls of the gate were found to have been badly defaced by graffiti, and much of the 
surrounding area used indiscriminately as grazing space and open toilets by people 
settled in the village of Rohtas, roughly 300 m east of the gate.  Accordingly, during the 
process of documentation, the site was simultaneously cleared of animal waste and 
human refuse, and the gate itself stripped of vegetation sprouting through cracks in the 
structure.  In addition, a postgraduate student based at Quaid e Azam University in 
Islamabad was hired to investigate and document the extent of fungal and algae growth 
on the gate.1   
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Subsequent to the documentation process, an archaeological team was organised to carry 
out excavations and lime mortar analyses to determine the original materials used to 
build the gate.  A team of graduate research students based at the University of the 
Punjab in Lahore, and supervised by archaeologist Prof. Abdur Rahman, spent three 
weeks at Rohtas carrying out extensive archaeological excavations.   

Their work included digging archaeological trenches along the walls and centre of the 
inner courtyard of the Shahchandwali Gate as well as its outer perimeter, in order to 

                                                 
1 This report was submitted to the NFCH separately. 
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determine the extent of the structure’s foundation, the level of the original plinth, and to 
unearth any artefacts that may have been buried there.   

This procedure also helped mark any previous interventions carried out on the walls of 
the gate, and establish building guidelines and the original layout of the foundation, floor, 
terraces, and pathways.  An analysis of the mortar revealed the use of lime, surkhi (brick 
ballast), and masoor (lentil). 

 

Archaeological trenches dug along the perimeter of the gate (above and below) 
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The archaeological report prepared by Prof. Abdur Rehman is given below: 

The archaeological investigation at Rohtas had three major aspects: 

1. The removal of scrub and wild vegetation within the selected area (anderkot) to 
facilitate access to the site, gauge its archaeological character, identify potential 
problems in conservation, and propose viable solutions. 

2. Analyse the existing site remains, sharpen the outlines of their foundations and 
determine the original layout of the structures being excavated. 

3. Carry out both horizontal and vertical excavations to determine the architectural 
and archaeological history of the fort. 

Keeping these objectives in view, work was started in December 2001 and continued 
over a one-month period.  The selected area was bounded by the Shahchandwali Gate 
and the Safaid Mahal from east to west, respectively, and the Pira Ghaib Burj1 and Rani 
Mahal towards the north and south, respectively.2  The area was found to be overgrown 
with wild vegetation, thus restricting tourist movement to a few cleared pathways.  
During the excavation, all such wild vegetation was removed and the ground terraced.  
No antiquities were discovered during this operation, nor were any signs of an earlier 

                                                 
1 The Pira Ghaib Burj refers to a site thought to mark the tomb of a local saint.  The tomb itself, however, no 

longer exists.  
2 The ruins of the Safaid Mahal and Rani Mahal are located to the north-east of Haveli Man Singh.  These 

are thought to have once been small leisure pavilions built for the families residing in the haveli at the 
time. 
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habitation found.  Only the area’s natural soil was disturbed, in order to clear the vast 
amounts of litter, plastic bags, bottles, and cans left by tourists. 

Prior to the excavation, a great deal of disturbed soil was noticed in the Shahchandwali 
Gate area.  Since it was not clear whether the original floor level was still intact, a series 
of trenches were dug along the walls of the gate and its centre, although even this did not 
reveal any trace of the original floor.  The only antiquities discovered were a copper coin 
dating back to the Sikh period, and some shards of pottery. 

The fortification wall of the anderkot between the Pira Ghaib Burj and the 
Shahchandwali Gate did not reveal a regular inner face.  A series of trenches dug along 
this wall indicated that its north-western face was originally covered by a terrace that was 
eroded away over the years by torrential rains, and now needs to be re-deposited.  In fact, 
the terrace extended all the way to the north-east of the gate, where part of it can still be 
seen, although it is now occupied by a local graveyard.  

To the north of this graveyard is an artificial mound scattered with shards of pottery and 
stumps of wall.  This area was chosen for detailed archaeological excavation.  The thick 
growth of vegetation obscuring the area was removed over several days, and entire 
mound divided into 5 x 5-m square trenches.  A permanent datum line was fixed using 
the natural rock marking the north-western side of this area.   
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After removing the topsoil from a few trenches, an oven was found marking the floor 
level.  The excavation of the other trenches revealed a thick layer of ashes and charcoal, 
suggesting an explosion and/or large-scale fire.  Ten copper coins dating back to the Sikh 
period were found among the debris. 

There is a great deal of inaccurate information currently in circulation as far as the 
history and archaeology of Rohtas are concerned.  This is being addressed by the 
production of a monograph on Rohtas based on both recently published sources and 
original source material, including Mughal and British records of the area.  This will be 
made available for the benefit of tourists and research scholars.  Rohtas has also now 
been taken up as the subject of PhD research for the first time. 
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This section documents the condition of the Shahchandwali Gate before conservation and 
restoration, and describes the work subsequently carried out to restore the gate in 
accordance with international standards of conservation (see Appendix A for a copy of 
the Venice Charter for international standards of conservation and restoration).  
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Of the twelve gates of Rohtas, the Shahchandwali Gate was probably the most heavily 
subjected to neglect and natural decay.  The gate’s main arch was found to have caved in 
entirely once the supporting walls shifted apart as a result of the sinking of the adjacent 
bastions.  The cumulative impact of rainwater and botanical growth further contributed to 
weakening the gate, finally causing the arch to collapse many centuries ago.  In addition, 
many of the battlements along the top of the gate were found to be badly damaged, or 
even missing.  The stairs linking the two bastions had worn away over time, making them 
dangerous to unwary tourists.  A number of cracks and water crevices had developed 
within the walls of the gate, causing seepage and further structural decay.   

 

The Shahchandwali Gate prior to conservation and restoration 
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The conservation and restoration of the Shahchandwali Gate was carried out in two 
phases.  Minor conservation work was required on the existing structure of the main 
arches, bastions, and battlements.  The major restoration work involved rebuilding the 
fallen arch using the remnants of original building materials or simulating equivalent 
material as far as possible.  
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In order to conserve the existing structure of the gate and ensure greater safety for 
tourists, the following works were carried out: 

·  The stairs linking the two bastions were repaired using stone that had fallen away 
from other structures in the fort due to structural weaknesses or rainwater damage; 
the platforms on the stairwells were repaired using similar material.   

·  The gate’s battlements and niches were also restored by rebuilding those missing and 
repairing the others using dressed stone and a mortar filling.   

·  Cracks and water routes that had developed in the walls over time and were causing 
seepage were repaired by removing the surrounding stone and relaying it in a mortar 
setting. 

·  Before finally filling in the two major cracks in the outer gate, the position of the 
main supporting columns was documented and the cracks fitted with movement 
detectors that will remain in place for two years before a final analysis of the shifting 
columns is obtained.  

 

The outer arch subject to structural weakening before restoration 
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One of the battlements of the gate being repaired 
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Repair work on the damaged floor and stairs in progress, supervised by the conservation 
architect   

 

The bastion stairs before and after conservation 
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Following the remedial measures carried out to conserve the gate, and given the technical 
capacity that had been built up by the team in the process, it was decided to restore the 
gate’s monumental inner arch.  Based on the documentation carried out earlier, a detailed 
set of drawings was prepared to illustrate the planned phases of restoration, including 
details of the pieces that would need to be quarried and chiselled to size, laid out on the 
ground in the shape of the arch being restored, hoisted above the supporting columns to 
reconstruct the arch, and finally, used to clad the façade itself.  

In order to use material as close to the original as possible, stone had to be quarried from 
an abandoned site in a ravine about a kilometre from the fort; in fact, this quarry is 
thought to be the same used during the original construction of the fort.  Unfortunately, 
the process was hindered by an uncooperative provincial Forest Department, which was 
unwilling to allow access to the quarry or the removal of any material from there.  
Moreover, longstanding institutional corruption meant that a considerable bribe was 
expected before permission would be given to continue work.  It required the 
intervention of the military commander at nearby Mangla, and the District Nazim 
(representative) of Jhelum to resolve the issue and persuade the department to cease its 
interference. 

 

The original stone quarry used during the construction of the fort, and located about a kilometre 
from the site—these boulders of sandstone were shaped for use in construction  
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After the quarrying had been completed, the stone was transported to the site, and 
dressed and carved by highly skilled artisans, while scaffolding1 was fixed at the base of 
the arch to facilitate construction.  The arches were first laid out on the ground and then 
lifted and placed in position over the gate. 

 

The scaffolding for the main arch being constructed 

                                                 
1 Two truckloads of iron scaffold were donated to the project by Kingcrete.   
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Workers crushing bricks with hammers to produce the required size of brick ballast for the 
mortar to be used in restoration.  By this stage, the scaffolding for the arch had been 

constructed and is visible in the background. 
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Stonemasons chiselling the size of stone required to restore the arch 

 

The ground scaffolding on which the chiselled stones were mounted and numbered before being 
hoisted on the arch  
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The Director General of the DOAM examining the restoration of the arch on site. 

 

The chiselled stone pieces set at ground level in the pattern to be used in reconstructing the 
fallen arch 
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Both the template on the ground and the arch visible during the construction phase 

 

Professor A. H. Dani and Mr Shahid Rajput on a midterm review of the project 



Final Report – Documentation and Conservation of Shahchandwali Gate  

January 18, 2005 25 

 

The Shahchandwali Gate after being restored.  In the background is Haveli Man Singh. 



Final Report – Documentation and Conservation of Shahchandwali Gate  

January 18, 2005 26 

  

The President of Pakistan on a visit to Rohtas, standing below the restored arch 
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The members of the Steering Committee for Rohtas inspecting the restored arch 
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For Rohtas to develop as a sustainable heritage site capable of generating continuous 
funds for maintenance and further restoration, it is essential that the fort be equipped 
with a tourist infrastructure in accordance with international standards.  As part of the 
Rohtas Fort Conservation Programme, a number of public and recreational facilities were 
provided in tandem with the conservation works then in progress.  These facilities are 
outlined below: 

·  The existing office buildings were upgraded with respect to their environs, and now 
include a conservation site office, Department of Archaeology’s local representative 
office, and accommodation for visiting consultants.  An information desk at the main 
administrative office provides information leaflets on the history and conservation of 
the fort.  

·  A newly constructed parking lot adjacent to the office buildings caters to both tourist 
and administrative vehicles. 

·  A small hut originally owned by the Forest Department has been equipped with 
public toilets 

·  The main visitors’ area was landscaped with sloping terraces on three sides and 
saplings planted to green the area. 

·  In order to restrict tourist movement within the fort, delineated pathways were 
constructed to lead to the main sites in the anderkot; in addition, toe walls were built 
along the main road to mark the main approach to Rohtas. 

·  An underground water tank with a capacity of 15,000 gallons was constructed for the 
purposes of irrigation and plumbing.  

·  The main sites within the anderkot, including the Shahchandwali Gate and Haveli 
Man Singh, have been provided with information signboards that provide tourists 
with an overview of their history and conservation. 

These facilities are illustrated in the following pages. 
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A public pathway being constructed to lead to the Shahchandwali Gate 

 

Visitors’ information signboards at the entrance of the gate provide an overview of its history 
and conservation works carried out 
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Water reservoir and pumping system 

 

 

The visitors’ parking lot and public toilets in the background 
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This appendix reproduces the salient features of the Venice Charter for the Conservation 
and Restoration of Monuments and Sites.  The charter was approved at the Second 
International Congress of Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, which met 
in Venice in May 1964. 



 

 

 

The Venice Charter  

 

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER FOR THE CONSERVATION  
AND RESTORATION OF MONUMENTS AND SITES   

DEFINITIONS 

ARTICLE 1.  The concept of an historic monument embraces not only the single 
architectural work but also the urban or rural setting in which is found the evidence of a 
particular civilization, a significant development or an historic event.  This applies not 
only to great works of art but also to more modest works of the past which have acquired 
cultural significance with the passing of time.  

ARTICLE 2.  The conservation and restoration of monuments must have recourse to all 
the sciences and techniques, which can contribute to the study and safeguarding of the 
architectural heritage.  

AIM 

ARTICLE 3.  The intention in conserving and restoring monuments is to safeguard them 
no less as works of art than as historical evidence.  

CONSERVATION 

ARTICLE 4.  It is essential to the conservation of monuments that they be maintained on 
a permanent basis.  

ARTICLE 5.  The conservation of monuments is always facilitated by making use of 
them for some socially useful purpose.  Such use is therefore desirable but it must not 
change the layout or decoration of the building.  It is within these limits only that 
modifications demanded by a change of function should be envisaged and may be 
permitted.  

ARTICLE 6.  The conservation of a monument implies preserving a setting which is not 
out of scale.  Wherever the traditional setting exists, it must be kept.  No new 
construction, demolition or modification which would alter the relations of mass and 
color must be allowed.  

ARTICLE 7.  A monument is inseparable from the history to which it bears witness and 
from the setting in which it occurs.  The moving of all or part of a monument cannot be 
allowed except where the safeguarding of that monument demands it or where it is 
justified by national or international interest of paramount importance.  

ARTICLE 8.  Items of sculpture, painting or decoration, which form an integral part of a 
monument may only be removed from it if this is the sole means of ensuring their 
preservation.  



 

 

RESTORATION 

ARTICLE 9.  The process of restoration is a highly specialized operation.  Its aim is to 
preserve and reveal the aesthetic and historic value of the monument and is based on 
respect for original material and authentic documents.  It must stop at the point where 
conjecture begins, and in this case, moreover, any extra work which is indispensable 
must be distinct from the architectural composition and must bear a contemporary stamp.  
The restoration in any case must be preceded and followed by an archaeological and 
historical study of the monument.  

ARTICLE 10.  Where traditional techniques prove inadequate, the consolidation of a 
monument can be achieved by the use of any modem technique for conservation and 
construction, the efficacy of which has been shown by scientific data and proved by 
experience.  

ARTICLE 11.  The valid contributions of all periods to the building of a monument must 
be respected, since unity of style is not the aim of a restoration.  When a building 
includes the superimposed work of different periods, the revealing of the underlying state 
can only be justified in exceptional circumstances and when what is removed is of little 
interest and the material which is brought to light is of great historical, archaeological or 
aesthetic value, and its state of preservation good enough to justify the action.  
Evaluation of the importance of the elements involved and the decision as to what may 
be destroyed cannot rest solely on the individual in charge of the work.  

ARTICLE 12.  Replacements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously with the 
whole, but at the same time must be distinguishable from the original so that restoration 
does not falsify the artistic or historic evidence.  

ARTICLE 13.  Additions cannot be allowed except in so far as they do not detract from 
the interesting parts of the building, its traditional setting, the balance of its composition 
and its relation with its surroundings.  

HISTORIC SITES 

ARTICLE 14.  The sites of monuments must be the object of special care in order to 
safeguard their integrity and ensure that they are cleared and presented in a seemly 
manner.  The work of conservation and restoration carried out in such places should be 
inspired by the principles set forth in the foregoing articles.  

EXCAVATIONS 

ARTICLE 15. Excavations should be carried out in accordance with scientific standards 
and the recommendation defining international principles to be applied in the case of 
archaeological excavation adopted by UNESCO in 1956.  

Ruins must be maintained and measures necessary for the permanent conservation and 
protection of architectural features and of objects discovered must be taken.  
Furthermore, every means must be taken to facilitate the understanding of the monument 
and to reveal it without ever distorting its meaning.  



 

 

All reconstruction work should however be ruled out "a priori".  Only anastylosis, that is 
to say, the reassembling of existing but dismembered parts can be permitted.  The 
material used for integration should always be recognizable and its use should be the 
least that will ensure the conservation of a monument and the reinstatement of its form.  

PUBLICATION 

ARTICLE 16.  In all works of preservation, restoration or excavation, there should always 
be precise documentation in the form of analytical and critical reports, illustrated with 
drawings and photographs.  Every stage of the work of clearing, consolidation, 
rearrangement and integration, as well as technical and formal features identified during 
the course of the work, should be included.  This record should be placed in the archives 
of a public institution and made available to research workers.  It is recommended that 
the report should be published.  


